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as Americans, but as human beings. At the
same time, this legislation provides $2 million
in humanitarian aid for the next 2 years, and
$9.1 million in FY 2008 and $1.1 million in FY
2009 to overcome the jamming of Radio Free
Asia. Providing access to this programming
will help to empower the people of Vietnam
and provide even more hope at a time when
hope is most needed.

oday, over 1.5 million Vietnamese reside in
the United States. In the 11th District of Vir-
ginia, the Viethamese community is a thriving
population, many of whom | am proud to call
my friends and neighbors. Vietnamese Ameri-
cans are entrepreneurs, many owning small
businesses and serving as constant reminders
that the American Dream is alive and well.
Their loved ones in Vietnam deserve that
same dream.

| commend my good friend from New Jersey
and the other sponsors for bringing this bill to
the floor, and | urge my colleagues to join me
in the passage of this important resolution.

TRIBUTE TO THE BELIZE 26TH
ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the 26th anniversary of the
Independence of Belize, which will be on Sep-
tember 21, 2007.

On September 21, 1981, Belize became an
independent nation within the Commonwealth
of Nations, formerly British Commonwealth.
Belize is located in South America and is a
member of the Caribbean Community, also
known as CARICOM.

Belize is an extraordinary country because
of its people. Nowhere else in the world are
people with diverse ethnicities and heritage so
unified and harmonious. The country’s popu-
lation consists of people with Mayan, African,
European, Afro-European, and Afro-Amer-
indian ancestry, just to name a few. In recent
years, people of Asian descent have made
Belize their home.

Due to globalization and other factors the
world is getting smaller and smaller. It will be
important for countries to be unified in order to
interact politically, economically, and culturally
within the world. Belize’s diverse and unified
characteristics can serve as a model to other
nations struggling with internal conflict and
peace.

| offer congratulations to the people of
Belize as they celebrate their independence. |
encourage people from all over the world to
look to Belize for inspiration and hope for a
better world.

———

TRIBUTE TO ZION EVANGELICAL
AND REFORMED UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Zion Evangelical and Reformed
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United Church of Christ in Addieville, IL. One
hundred years ago this past Saturday, the
congregation of Zion Church of Christ set the
cornerstone of their present church building.
Contents of the cornerstone included, among
other things, the church constitution, member-
ship list, a catechism, songbook, and church
calendar.

On May 31, 1908, the new church was fi-
nally completed. Over 3000 parishioners and
spectators attended the dedication services,
The magnificent edifice was erected at a cost
of $23,000 dollars and was hailed in the Nash-
ville Journal as the finest church in Wash-
ingéon County, IL. ) o

ut while a sturdy and beautiful building is
a testament to the handiwork of the church’s
carpenters and craftsman—the success of the
Zion Church over the course of a century is a
living testament to the souls who fill the
church pews. May God continue to bless the
Zion Church for another hundred years.

————

TRIBUTE TO REV. DR. LARRY
LOVEJOY AND JEAN CARLOTTA
LOVEJOY

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to two outstanding patriots in the
Rio Grande Valley: Rev. Dr. Larry Lovejoy,
and his wife, Jean Carlotta Lovejoy. They are
very special people in our community and
have greatly enriched our lives in south Texas.

Rev. Dr. Larry Lovejoy is a religious leader
who uses simple human compassion, cour-
age, and conviction to advocate for religious
freedoms. He has worked diligently to make
better the lives of both the American and
Mexican people who populate the south Texas
border community.

His tireless work with those who have less
than many of us inspires people to trust him.
They know he is working for the betterment of
the community we all share.

He has promoted partnerships with the
international community among the people of
Brownsville, and has been instrumental in ef-
forts to provide fresh clean water to the people
living in colonias in Matamoros, Mexico.
Colonias are poor, unincorporated neighbor-
hoods outside of cities along the border.

He and his wife, Jean Carlotta Lovejoy, both
helped coordinate efforts by the local business
community and federal policy makers to a
badly-needed new or additional postal facility
for the rapidly-growing Brownsville community.

His wife, Jean, his partner in life and work,
serves as the Postmaster for Brownsville, TX.
She, too, works to improve the lives of every-
day citizens in the border area of Texas, par-
ticularly the Rio Grande Valley area.

Jean has worked closely with the area food
bank to secure food for the economically dis-
advantaged children of the community. Her ef-
forts have resulted in underprivileged children
being able to eat over the summer while out
of school. This is an enormous effort on her

art.
P | ask the House of Representatives to join
me today in commending these patriots who
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love this country and believe in the possibili-
ties of all our citizens—all God’s children—to
participate in our community and our national
life.

IN HONOR OF THE PUBLIC SERV-
ICE OF NOREEN EGAN OF GLEN
ROCK, NEW JERSEY

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to the tre-
mendous public service of Noreen Egan of
Glen Rock, New Jersey. For the past quarter
of a century, Noreen has been the rock of the
Glen Rock Volunteer Ambulance Corps.

A graduate of Holy Name Hospital School of
Nursing and Seton Hall University, Noreen
settled in Glen Rock with her husband, Tom,
and has raised two sons there—Dan and
Jamie. She soon became interested in using
her nursing skills to help her community by
joining the Glen Rock Volunteer Ambulance
Corps. Over the years, she has not only been
one of its most active members, Noreen has
also served as its Chief and Lieutenant.

Earlier this year, Noreen was nominated by
her fellow Corps members for the John R.
Rinaldi Special Recognition Award given by
the Bergen County Chapter of the 200 Club at
their Annual Valor Awards luncheon in April
2007. The award is a highly competitive honor
presented to one person each year for his or
her outstanding contribution to emergency
services. And later this year, the Glen Rock
Ambulance Corps will honor Noreen for her 25
years of service at their annual installation din-
ner.

In addition to serving people in need
through the Ambulance Corps, Noreen has
also served the children of the Academy of
Our Lady as their school nurse for the past 24
years. And, last year, she was appointed As-
sistant Director for the Glen Rock Office of
Emergency Management.

Furthermore, Noreen and Tom Egan—a
Vietham War veteran and Commander of
VFW Post 850 in Glen Rock—have cultivated
a sense of community spirit and civic respon-
sibility in their sons. Dan, who joined the Am-
bulance Corps with his mother when he was
in high school, is now an emergency room
doctor at St. Vincent's Hospital in New York
and at Bergen County’s own Valley Hospital.
Jamie just completed a tour of Irag as an
Army Ranger. The Nation has achieved its
greatness because of families like the Egans.

The Glen Rock Volunteer Ambulance Corps
has served the people of Glen Rock for just
over 50 years—almost half of that with the
help of Noreen Egan. She and her colleagues
are what make the words of the Ambulance
Corps’ slogan, “Neighbor helping Neighbor,”
ring true.
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